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Pope, deliberately resident beyond the bounds
of Italy, struck men as something portentous ;
and patriots now with Dante, Petrarch*
Rienzi lamented or rebelled against the
discrowning of their native land, to heighten
Gallic insolence. Dante, born three centuries
before Shakespeare (1265-1564) burns inta
his glowing enamel the figures which he
loved and hated, stamping with infamy
Boniface, Clement, John XXII., Philip and his
kinsfolk, one among whom, Charles of Valois,
gave occasion that the poet should suffer
jifelong banishment from Florence. An ardent
Ghibelline henceforth, the exile's hopes were
blasted by the untimely death in 1313 of
Henry of Luxemburg. Dying himself broken-
hearted at Ravenna, seven years afterwards*
Alighieri left his " mystic unfathomable song'*
tojjody forth in its gloom and splendours^
by its tears of fire and mingling of angelic
harmonies with outbursts of violent passion
against those who had done him wrong, the
very " form and pressure " of his age.

But now, says Lord Acton, " the Popes
were forced to rely on the protection of
Fiance; their supremacy over the states
was at an end; and the resistance of the
nations commenced." Germany led the way
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